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Up to the present, however, in the exhaustion of
the transition, it has not been possible for the nation-
al mind to envisage the problem, so as to see or state
its terms clearly. To-day this first stage is over.
The Indian mind is no longer in blind "collapse. It is
awaking to fresh strength, and about to survey both
past and present, that by their means it may deter-
mine and forecast its future.

What are the differentia, what is the precise pro-
blem of this modern age ? Definitions are proverbial-
ly rash, but it is not difficult to state some facts and
considerations bearing on this subject, with great
precision. The outstanding fact about the modern
period has been, undoubtedly, the geographical dis-
covery of the world as a whole. The one charac-
teristic of the modern mind, that make it unlike the
mind of any other age, is the completeness with
which it is able to survey and define the surface of
the planet Earth. The discovery of steam, with the
consequent invention of railways and steamboats,
has undoubtedly been the efficient cause of this ex-
ploration, and out of the consequent clash of faiths
and cultures, has come the power to make the per-
sonal or mythological equation; to cancel, more or
less to one's own satisfaction, all the elements of
local prejudice in a given problem; and from thia
again has been bom the ideal of modern science, of
modern culture, generally, the attempt to extract the*